42              THE QUAKER COLONIES

The German mind was then at the height of its
emotional unrestraint. It was as unaccustomed
to liberty of thought as to political liberty and it
produced a new sect or religious distinction almost
every day. Many of these sects came to Pennsyl-
vania, where new small religious bodies sprang
up among them after their arrival. Schwenkfel-
ders, Tunkers, Labadists, New Born, New Moon-
ers, Separatists, Zion's Brueder, Ronsdorfer, In-
spired, Quietists, Gichtelians, Depellians, Moun-
tain Men, River Brethren, Brinser Brethren, and
the Society of the Woman in the Wilderness, are
names which occur in the annals of the province.
But these are only a few. In Lancaster County
alone the number has at different times been esti-
mated at from twenty to thirty. It would proba-
bly be impossible to make a complete list; some of
them, indeed, existed for only a few years. Their
own writers describe them as countless and be-
wildering. Many of them were characterized by
the strangest sort of German mysticism, and some
of them were inclined to monastic and hermit life
and their devotees often lived in caves or solitary
huts in the woods.

It would hardly be accurate to call all the Ger-
man sects Quakers, since a great deal of their